THE SERVICE OF THE TWELVE PASSION GOSPELS
Orthros for Good Friday
Sung on Thursday Evening of Holy Week
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“Today He is suspended on a tree, who suspended the earth over the waters.”


All Saints Orthodox Church
Chicago, IL 

Priest:  	Blessed is our God always, now and ever and unto ages of ages.
Choir:		Amen.
Priest:  	Glory to Thee, O God; glory to Thee.  
Choir: 	O Heavenly King, the Comforter, Spirit of Truth, who art everywhere and fillest all things, Treasury of blessings, and Giver of life: Come and abide in us, cleanse us from every impurity, and save our souls, O good one.

THE TRISAGION PRAYERS
All:  		Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal: have mercy on us. (3 times)
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.
All-holy Trinity, have mercy on us. Lord, cleanse us from our sins. Master, pardon our iniquities. Holy God, visit and heal our infirmities for Thy name’s sake.
Lord, have mercy. (3 times)
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.
Our Father who art in heaven: hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.
Priest:		For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages.
Choir:		Amen.
Reader: 	Lord, have mercy. (12x)
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen. 
	Come, let us worship God our King. Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ, our King and our God. Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ Himself, our King and our God.

THE ROYAL PSALMS
Psalm 19
Reader: 	The LORD answer thee in the day of trouble; the name of the God of Jacob protect thee! May He send thee help from the sanctuary, and give thee support from Zion. May He remember all thine offerings, and regard with favor thy burnt sacrifices. May He grant thee thy heart’s desire, and fulfil all thy plans. May we shout for joy over thy victory, and in the name of our God set up our banners. May the LORD fulfil all thy petitions!
Now I know that the LORD will save His Anointed; He will answer Him from His holy heaven with mighty victories by His right hand. Some boast of chariots, and some of horses, but we boast of the name of the LORD our God. They will collapse and fall, but we shall rise and stand upright. Give victory to the king, O LORD; answer us when we call!
Psalm 20
Reader: 	In Thy strength the King rejoices, O LORD; and in Thy salvation how greatly he exults! Thou hast given him his heart’s desire, and hast not withheld the request of his lips. For Thou dost meet him with goodly blessings; Thou dost set a crown of fine gold upon his head. He asked life of Thee; Thou gavest it to him, length of days for ever and ever. His glory is great through Thy salvation; splendor and majesty Thou dost bestow upon him. Yea, Thou dost make him most blessed forever; Thou dost make him glad with the joy of Thy presence. For the King trusts in the LORD; and through the steadfast love of the Most High, he shall not be moved. 
Thy hand will find out all thine enemies; thy right hand will find out those who hate thee. Thou wilt make them as a blazing oven when thou appearest. The LORD will swallow them up in His wrath; and fire will consume them. Thou wilt destroy their offspring from the earth, and their children from among the sons of men. If they plan evil against thee, if they devise mischief, they will not succeed. For thou wilt put them to flight; thou wilt aim at their faces with thy bows. 
Be exalted, O LORD, in Thy strength! We will sing and praise Thy power. 

TROPARIA OF THE CROSS
Reader:	O Lord, save Thy people and bless Thine inheritance. Grant victory to the Orthodox Christians over their adversaries, and by the virtue of Thy Cross, preserve Thine habitation.
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. Do Thou, who of Thine own good will wast lifted up upon the Cross, O Christ our God, bestow Thy bounties upon the new nation which is called by Thy name. Make glad in Thy might those who lawfully govern, that with them we may be led to victory over our adversaries, having in Thine aid a weapon of peace and a trophy invincible.
Both now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen. O Champion dread, who cannot be put to confusion, despise not our petitions, O good and all-praised Theotokos; establish the way of the Orthodox; save those who have been called upon to govern us, leading us to that victory which is from heaven, for thou art she who gavest birth to God, and alone art blessed.
THE ORTHROS LITANY
Priest:	Have mercy on us, O God, according to Thy great goodness, we pray Thee, hearken and have mercy.
Choir:		Lord, have mercy. (3 times)
Priest:		Again we pray for all pious Orthodox Christians.
Choir:		Lord, have mercy. (3 times)
Priest:	Again we pray for our father Metropolitan ___, for our Bishop ___, for the priests, deacons, monks, nuns, and missionaries of the Church, and for all our brothers and sisters in Christ.
Choir:		Lord, have mercy. (3 times)
Priest:	Again we pray for the President of the United States, all civil authorities in this land, and our armed forces throughout the world. 
Choir:		Lord, have mercy. (3 times)
Priest: 	For Thou art a merciful God who lovest mankind, and unto Thee we ascribe glory: to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages.
Choir:		Amen. 
Chanter:	Bless Father, in the name of the Lord.
Priest:	Glory to the holy, consubstantial, life-giving, and undivided Trinity, always, now and ever and unto ages of ages.
Choir: 	Amen.
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Reader: 	Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men (3x).  
O Lord, open Thou my lips, and my mouth shall show forth Thy praise (2x).

PSALM 3
Reader: 	O Lord, how many are my foes! Many are rising against me; many are saying of me: There is no help for him in God. But Thou, O Lord, art a shield about me, my glory, and the lifter of my head. I cry aloud to the Lord, and He answers me from His holy hill. I lie down and sleep; I wake again, for the Lord sustains me. I am not afraid of ten thousands of people who have set themselves against me round about.  
Arise, O Lord! Deliver me, O my God! For Thou dost smite all my enemies on the cheek; Thou dost break the teeth of the wicked. Deliverance belongs to the Lord; Thy blessing be upon Thy people!
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. Glory to Thee, O God. (3 times)
O our God and our hope, glory to Thee! 


[image: ]Verses
My spirit seeks Thee early in the night-watches, for Thy commandments are a light on the earth. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
Learn righteousness, ye that dwell upon the earth. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
Zeal shall seize upon an untaught people, and now fire shall devour the adversaries. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
Bring more evils upon them, O Lord, bring more evils upon those who are glorious on the earth. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
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FIRST GOSPEL READING – JOHN 13:1-18:1


FIRST ANTIPHON
The rulers of the nations took counsel against the Lord and against His Anointed. Words contrary to the Law they contrived against me. Wherefore, Lord, O Lord, forsake me not! 
Let us direct our senses undefiled towards Christ. And as His beloved, let us sacrifice ourselves for Him, and not be choked like Judas with worldly cares. Let us rather cry in our chambers: O Father, who art in Heaven, deliver us from evil.
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen. 
Thou who knewest not wedlock, hast given birth while still a virgin, and didst remain a virgin. Wherefore O Mary the Theotokos, mother without groom, beseech Christ our God to save us. 
SECOND ANTIPHON
Towards the Law-transgressing scribes, Judas hastened, saying: ‘What will you give me if I deliver Him to you?’ Invisibly Thou hast stood, O Christ, among the conspirators, plotted against. Wherefore, Thou who knowest the contents of our hearts, have pity on our souls! 
Let us serve the Lord with mercy, like Mary at supper. And let us not be possessed of the love of silver, like Judas, that we may be always with Christ.
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen. 
Cease not, O Virgin, to implore Him whom thou didst bear ineffably, that He may save from tribulations those who take refuge in thee. For He is the Lover of mankind. 
THIRD ANTIPHON
The Hebrew youths, O Lord, hailed Thee for the resurrection of Lazarus, saying: ‘Hosanna, O Lover of mankind!’ But law-breaking Judas refused to understand.  
Thou didst foretell it at Thy supper, O Christ God, and said to Thy disciples: ‘Truly, one of you shall betray me.’ But law-breaking Judas refused to understand.  
When John asked Thee, O Lord, ‘Who shall betray Thee?’ Thou didst point him out by means of the bread. But law-breaking Judas refused to understand.  
Thine enemies sought Thy death with thirty pieces of silver and a kiss of deceit. But law-breaking Judas refused to understand.  
At the washing of Thy disciples’ feet, O Christ God, Thou didst urge them, saying: ‘As you have seen, do likewise.’ But law-breaking Judas refused to understand.  
Thou didst tell Thy disciples, O God: ‘Watch and pray, lest you be tempted.’ But law-breaking Judas refused to understand.
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen. 
Deliver thy servants from tribulation, O Theotokos! For after God, we all seek refuge in thee, since thou art an impregnable fortress and an intercessor.  
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[image: ]SECOND GOSPEL READING – JOHN 18:1-28

FOURTH ANTIPHON
Today Judas leaves the Master and follows after Satan. He, the darkened one, was blinded by the love of silver, and fell from the light. For how can he who sold the star for thirty pieces of silver, see clearly? But He who suffered for our sake hath shone forth upon us. Wherefore, let us hail Him, saying: O Thou who didst suffer in pity for mankind, glory be to Thee! 
Today Judas adulterates the worship of God, and becomes estranged from the gift. He was a disciple, but became a traitor. He covered deceit with the semblance of friendship, and preferred thirty pieces of silver to the love of the Master, becoming a guide to the council of the Law-transgressors. But having Christ as our salvation, let us glorify Him.  
O brethren, let us take possession of brotherly love, as brethren of Christ, and let us not be merciless towards our neighbors, lest we be condemned as that merciless servant for the sake of money. And let us not repent like Judas, when such repentance avails us not. 
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen. 
Glorious things have been spoken of thee everywhere, O Mary Theotokos, who didst give birth in the flesh without wedlock to the Creator of all, O all-praised one! 
FIFTH ANTIPHON
The disciple bargained over the price of the Master, selling the Lord for thirty pieces of silver. And with a deceitful kiss, he delivered Him to those who are without law, to kill Him.
Today the Creator of Heaven and earth said to His disciples: ‘The hour draws near, and Judas my betrayer approaches. Wherefore, let no one deny me when he sees me on the Cross between two thieves. As man I shall suffer and save those who believe in me, for I am the Lover of mankind!  
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen. 
O thou who in the last days, didst conceive ineffably, and didst give birth to thy Creator: Save, O Virgin, those who magnify thee. 
SIXTH ANTIPHON
Today Judas watches the night to deliver the eternal Lord, the Savior of the world, who satisfied the multitudes with five loaves. Today that lawless one denies his Master. A disciple he was, yet delivered the Master, selling for silver Him who fed man with manna. 
Today is nailed on the cross Him who did cleave the sea with a rod, and made His people to pass through the wilderness. Today they pierce with a spear the side of Him who scourged Egypt with curses for their sake; and will give Him bitterness to drink, who rained down manna for their nourishment.  
When Thou camest to Thy suffering willingly, O Lord, Thou didst cry out to Thy disciples: ‘If you cannot watch with me one hour, why then did you promise that you would die for me? Rather see how Judas sleeps not, but hastens to deliver me to those who disobey the Law. Arise and pray, and let no one deny me when he sees me on the cross.’ Wherefore, O long-suffering one, glory be to Thee.
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen. 
Rejoice, O Theotokos, who didst hold in thy womb Him whom the heavens hold not. Rejoice, O Virgin, whom the prophets preached, from whom Emmanuel shone forth upon us. Rejoice, O Mother of Christ God! 
[image: ]

[image: ]THIRD GOSPEL READING – MATTHEW 26:57-75

SEVENTH ANTIPHON
With patience and forbearance Thou didst cry out, O Lord, to the violators of the Law, who laid hold upon Thee: ‘If you have stricken the Shepherd and dispersed my disciples, those twelve sheep, I am able to bring more than twelve ranks of angels. But in my patience I forbear, that the hidden secrets I made known to you through my prophets may be fulfilled.’ Wherefore, Lord, glory be to Thee.
Three times did Peter deny, and perceiving immediately what was told him, he offered Thee tears of repentance, saying: ‘God, forgive me and save me!’ 
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen. 
Let us praise the Holy Virgin, for she is a door of salvation, a delightful paradise, and a cloud unto the eternal light. Let us all hail her, saying: Rejoice! 
EIGHTH ANTIPHON
Tell us, O transgressors of the Law, what did you hear from our Savior? Is it not that He appointed a Law and the teachings of the prophets? How then did you think to deliver to Pilate the Word, God of God, the Deliverer of our souls?  
The ones who benefitted always by Thy gifts, O Christ, cried: ‘Let Him be crucified!’  And they sought to free an evil-doer in place of the Benefactor. But Thou wast silent, enduring their arrogance, wishing to suffer and to save us, since Thou art the Lover of mankind. 
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen. 
Verily we have no favor, because of the multitude of our own sins. Therefore, O Virgin Theotokos, plead with Him who was born of thee, for the pleadings of the mother are greatly effective in winning the favor of the Master. Turn thou not away therefore, from the pleadings of sinners, O most venerable, for He who was willing to suffer for our sins is merciful and able to save us. 
NINTH ANTIPHON
Verily they set the thirty pieces of silver, the price of Him that was valued, whom they of the children of Israel set a price. Watch and pray, lest you enter into temptation! For the spirit is ready, but the flesh is weak. Wherefore, watch!  
‘They gave me gall for my food, and in my thirst, they gave me vinegar to drink. But Thou, O Lord, raise me up, that I may reward them!’ 
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.
We who are of all the nations praise thee, O undefiled Theotokos, for thou didst bear Christ our God, who through thee delivered mankind from the curse.  
[image: ]
[image: ]FOURTH GOSPEL READING – JOHN 18:28-19:16

TENTH ANTIPHON
He that puts on light like a robe stands naked in His trial, accepting a blow on His cheek from hands that He created, and the Lord of glory was nailed to the Cross. Then was the veil of the temple rent. The sun was darkened, unable to see humiliated the God before whom all tremble. Wherefore, let us worship Him!  
Truly the disciple denied Thee, like an ingrate; but the thief cried out, saying: ‘Remember me, Lord, in Thy kingdom!’
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen. 
O Thou who didst will to receive from the Virgin a body for Thy servants’ sake, grant peace to the world, that we may glorify thee in unison, O Lord and Lover of mankind. 
ELEVENTH ANTIPHON
Neither the earth in its quaking, the rocks when they were split, the veil of the Temple, nor the rising from the dead could convince the unbelievers. But Thou, O Lord, forgive them, for they ridiculed Thee falsely. 
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen. 
Verily, we have known that from thee God was incarnate, O Virgin Theotokos, thou who alone art undefiled, and alone blessed. Wherefore, we ceaselessly praise and magnify thee. 
TWELFTH ANTIPHON
Thus saith the Lord: ‘My people, what have I done unto thee? And how have I harmed thee? Thy blind have I enlightened; thy lepers have I cleansed; and the man on his bed have I raised up.’ 
‘O my people, what have I done unto you, and how have you rewarded me? Instead of manna, gall; and in place of water, vinegar. And instead of love, you deliver me to be nailed to the cross. I can endure no more! I will call the Gentiles and they shall glorify me with the Father and the Spirit, and I will grant them everlasting life.’ 
Today the veil of the temple is rent, and the sun hideth its rays at seeing the Master crucified. 
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.
Hail, O Gate of the King of glory, through which the Highest alone did enter, preserving thee sealed for our salvation.
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[image: ]FIFTH GOSPEL READING – MATTHEW 27:3-32

THIRTEENTH ANTIPHON
Christ is the power of God and the wisdom of God, before whom all tremble and whom all dread, and whom every tongue praises! Truly the soldiers smote Him, and gave Him gall to drink. He consents to undergo all kinds of suffering, desiring to save us from our iniquities with His blood; for He is the Lover of mankind. 
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen. 
O Theotokos, who by a word didst give birth to the Creator Himself ineffably, implore Him to save our souls. 
FOURTEENTH ANTIPHON
O Lord, who didst take as a companion the thief who had polluted his hands with blood: Number us too with him, since Thou art good and the Lover of mankind.  
The thief, still on his cross, uttered few words, yet he found great faith and was saved in a single moment. First, he opened the doors of paradise, and then he entered in. O Thou who didst accept his repentance, O Lord, glory to Thee! 
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen. 
Hail, thou who didst receive from the angel the joy of the world. Rejoice, thou who didst give birth to thy Lord and Creator. Hail, thou who wast considered worthy to become mother to Christ God!
FIFTEENTH ANTIPHON
All the faithful kneel.  The priest slowly processes with the crucifix around the inside of the church, then he plants it in a base, placed in the middle of the church. Then the clergy, altar servers, choir, and all the people then come forward to venerate the cross one by one. 
Priest:  		Today is suspended upon the tree / He who suspended the land upon the waters. (3x) 
Chanters:  	Today is suspended upon the tree… (music on next page)
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Reader:	We shall not feast like the Jews; for our Passover, Christ God, hath been slain for our sake. But let us purify ourselves of every defilement, and with purity beseech Him, saying, ‘Arise, Lord, and save us, for Thou art the Lover of mankind.’  
Thy Cross, O Lord, is life and resurrection for Thy people; and therein is our trust. And Thee, our God, who was crucified, do we praise. Have mercy upon us!  
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.  
She who gave Thee birth, O Christ, seeing Thee on the cross, shouted: ‘What strange mystery do I behold, O my son?  How hast Thou died elevated in the body on a tree, O Thou who givest and grantest life?’ 

KATHISMA (Tone 4)
By Thy precious blood… (music on next page)
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[image: ]SIXTH GOSPEL READING – MARK 15:16-32
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Because of a tree, Adam was estranged from paradise. But the thief, because of the tree of the cross, abode in paradise. For the former in tasting, disobeyed the commandment of the Creator, but the latter, who was crucified with Thee, confessed, admitting to Thee that Thou art a hidden God. Wherefore, O Savior, remember him and us in Thy kingdom. 

[image: ]

Thy life-bearing side, O Christ, overflows like a spring from Eden, watering Thy Church as a paradise endowed with speech, and thence divides the glad tidings into four Gospels, as into four heads, watering the whole world, gladdening creation, and teaching the Gentiles to adore Thy kingdom in faith. 

[image: ]

Thou wast crucified, O Christ, for my sake, that Thou might pour forth salvation for me. And Thy side was pierced with a spear, that it might cause rivers of life to flow in me. Thou wast fastened with the nails, and so realizing the depth of Thy passion and the height of Thy might, I will cry unto Thee: Glory to Thy passion, and to Thy crucifixion, O life-giving Savior! 

[image: ]

The whole creation, O Christ, beholding Thy crucifixion, trembled. The foundations of the earth were shaken for dread of Thy might. The two luminaries went into hiding; the veil of the Temple was rent; the mountains quaked; and the rocks burst asunder, as the believing thief cried with us unto Thee: ‘Savior, remember me!’ 

[image: ]
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Thou hast torn with the spear, O Lord, the handwriting of ordinances that were against us, and Thou wast numbered among the dead, binding there the usurper, and delivering all from the bonds of death by Thy resurrection. By this we have been enlightened. Wherefore, we cry unto Thee, O Lover of mankind, to remember us in Thy kingdom. 
[image: ]

O Lord, who wast elevated on the cross, and who being God, loosed the bonds of death and blotted out the handwriting of ordinances against us: Grant us and the thief repentance, O Thou who art alone the Lover of mankind. We worship Thee in faith, O Christ our God, and cry to Thee: Remember him and us in Thy kingdom!  
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 
Come, all believers, let us with one mind beseech, glorifying as is meet, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, the one Godhead in three Persons, permanent without confusion; simple, indivisible, and unapproachable, through whom we escape the fire of punishment.  
Both now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.  
We offer Thee for intercession, O most merciful Christ our Lord, Thy mother, the true virgin, who without seed gave Thee birth in the body. She remained without corruption after giving birth, that Thou might forgive the transgressions of those who cry to Thee constantly: Remember him and us, O Savior, in Thy kingdom. 

[image: Letter
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[image: ]SEVENTH GOSPEL READING – MATTHEW 27:33-54

PSALM 50
Reader:    	Have mercy on me, O God, according to Thy steadfast love; according to Thine abundant mercy blot out my transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin! For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. Against Thee, Thee only, have I sinned, and done that which is evil in thy sight, so that Thou art justified in Thy sentence and blameless in Thy judgment.
Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me. Behold, Thou desirest truth in the inward being; therefore teach me wisdom in my secret heart. Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. Fill me with joy and gladness; let the bones which thou hast broken rejoice. Hide thy face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities. 
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right Spirit within me. Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with a willing Spirit. Then I will teach transgressors Thy ways, and sinners will return to Thee. Deliver me from blood-guiltiness, O God, Thou God of my salvation, and my tongue will sing aloud of Thy deliverance. O Lord, open Thou my lips, and my mouth shall show forth Thy praise. For Thou hast no delight in sacrifice; were I to give a burnt offering, Thou wouldst not be pleased. The sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, Thou wilt not despise. 
Do good to Zion in Thy good pleasure; rebuild the walls of Jerusalem, Then wilt Thou delight in right sacrifices, in burnt offerings and whole burnt offerings; then bulls will be offered on Thy altar.

[image: ]EIGHTH GOSPEL READING – LUKE 23:32-49

[image: ]
(read or chant)
Thy servants, O Christ, when Thou had washed their feet, became purified by sharing Thy dread mystery. They ascended with us from Zion to the great Mount of Olives, praising Thee, O Lover of mankind.  
Thou didst say, ‘Behold, my beloved, be not troubled! For now my hour hath come, when hands shall be laid on me, and I shall be killed at the hands of the lawless wicked.  You shall all be dispersed and leave me alone. But I shall gather you to preach of me, for I am the Lover of mankind.
Early will I seek Thee… (music on next page)
[image: ]

Kontakion (Tone 8)
Come, let us all praise Him who was crucified for our sakes, to whom Mary, having beheld Him upon the tree, said: ‘Though Thou hast endured crucifixion willingly, Thou art still my Son and my God!’ 
Oikos
Having beheld her Lamb led to the slaughter, Mary the ewe, followed Him in the company of the other women, troubled, and crying thus: ‘Where dost Thou go, my Son? And why dost Thou hasten to finish this course? Is there, perchance, another wedding in Cana to which Thou hastenest now to change the water for them into wine? Shall I go with Thee, or shall I rather tarry? Give me word, O Word, nor pass me by in silence, O Thou who didst keep me undefiled! Thou art still my Son and my God!’

Synaxarion Reading
On this great and holy Friday, we remember the holy, dread, and saving Passion of our Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ: the spittings, blows, and scourges, the curses, cheers, and the wearing of the purple robe; the rod, sponge, and vinegar; the nails, the spear, and especially the Cross and death, which He received willingly for our sakes. We remember also the confession of salvation which the grateful thief made on the cross with Him.  
Thou art the Living God, but Thou wast elevated on a tree and made to die. O naked and dead, Word of the Living God, begotten of the Father: The thief hath opened the closed gates of Eden by a sign from Thy might, when using as a key this saying: ‘Remember me, Lord, in Thy Kingdom!’  
In memory, therefore, of this fearful redemptive Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ, we celebrate today. And at that time it was delivered to us by the Apostles’ commandment to fast every Friday. Wherefore, O Christ God, by Thy boundless compassion for our sakes: Have mercy upon us. Amen.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  These last two paragraphs are part of a much longer Synaxarion, in Nassar’s Divine Prayers and Services] 
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(read or chant)
Thou didst say to Thy disciples, O Christ: ‘Drive away sleep from your eyes; watch in prayer lest you fall – especially thou, Simon! For the haughty suffers greater trial. Know thou me, O Peter, whom all creation doth bless, glorifying me unto all ages.’
Truly, Peter cried out, saying: ‘No evil words shall pass by my lips, O Master, but as one of true loyalty, I will die with Thee, even though all deny Thee! For flesh and blood hath not revealed Thee unto me, but the Father whom all creation blesses, glorifying Him unto all ages.’
And the Lord said: ‘Thou dost not comprehend, O man, the depth of the Divine wisdom and knowledge; thou hast not fathomed my decrees, for since thou art flesh, do not boast! For thou shalt deny me three times, whom all creation doth bless, glorifying unto all ages.’ 
‘O Simon Peter,’ said the Lord, ‘Thou shalt presently deny all thy convictions, as it hath been said, for a maiden shall suddenly appear and frighten thee. Then thou shalt weep bitterly, but thou shalt find me forgiving, whom all creation doth bless, glorifying unto all ages.’  

[image: ]

The godly youths… (music on next page)
[image: ]
[image: ]Deacon:  The Theotokos and mother of the Light: Let us honor and magnify in song!



(read or chant)

The corrupt soldiers despised God, and the band of the wicked hastened to Thee, O Christ, and led Thee away as an unrighteous one, Thou Creator of all, whom we magnify. 
The impious, for their ignorance of the Law and their false study of the sayings of the prophets, have unjustly led Thee like a sheep to the slaughter, O Lord of all, whom we magnify. 
They have surrounded Thee like many dogs, O King, and smitten Thee on the cheeks, questioning Thee and bearing false witness against Thee. But Thou hast borne it all, delivering all.  
More honorable than the cherubim… (music on next page)

[image: ]
THE LITTLE LITANY
Deacon:	Again and again in peace, let us pray to the Lord.
Choir:	Lord, have mercy.
Deacon:	Help us; save us; have mercy on us; and keep us, O God, by Thy grace.
Choir:	Lord, have mercy.
Deacon:	Calling to remembrance our all-holy, immaculate, most-blessed and glorious Lady Theotokos and ever-virgin Mary, with all the saints: let us commend ourselves and each other, and all our life unto Christ our God.
Choir:	To Thee, O Lord.
Priest:	For all the powers of heaven praise Thee, and unto Thee we ascribe glory: to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages.
Choir: 		Amen.

[image: ]

[image: Charbase U+266D: MUSIC FLAT SIGN] [image: ] Sing this 3 times

[image: ]NINTH GOSPEL READING – JOHN 19:25-37

[image: ]
[image: ]

‘My first-born Israel hath done double evil, having forsaken me, the Fountain of the waters of life, and shaped himself a broken cistern, crucifying me on a tree, seeking Barabbas to release him. Wherefore, heaven was amazed at this, and the sun hid its rays. Thou, O Israel, did not refrain, but delivered me unto death. O Holy Father, forgive them, for they know not what they have done!’

[image: ]

Every member of Thy holy body, O Savior, hath endured humiliation for our sakes: the head with thorns, the face with spitting, the cheeks with blows, the mouth with the taste of vinegar mixed with gall, the ears with blasphemies replete with infidelity, the back with scourges, the hand with the rod, the extension of the whole body with the cross, the extremities with nails, and the side with the spear. Wherefore, O Thou who didst suffer for us and didst deliver us from suffering, condescending to us for Thy love of mankind, and raised us, O Thou almighty, have mercy upon us!  
[image: ]

The whole creation, O Christ, beholding Thee crucified, trembled; and the foundations of the earth shook for dread of Thy might. For by Thine elevation today the veil of the temple was rent in two, the graves were opened, and the dead rose from their tombs, as the centurion, beholding this miracle, was frightened. As for Thy mother, she stood by wailing and moaning as mothers do, saying: ‘How shall I not wail, and smite my breast as I see Thee naked and elevated on a tree, as one condemned?’ Wherefore, O Thou who was crucified, buried and rose from the dead: Glory be to Thee, O Lord!  
(Tone 6) Glory to the Father… (music on next page)




[image: ]
[image: ]
[image: ]TENTH GOSPEL READING – MARK 15:43-47

THE LITTLE DOXOLOGY
Priest:   	Thine is the glory, O Lord our God, and unto Thee we ascribe glory: to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.  
All: 	Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will towards men. We praise Thee; we bless Thee; we worship Thee; we glorify Thee; we give thanks to Thee for Thy great glory. O Lord, heavenly King, God the Father Almighty; O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; and the Holy Spirit. O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, who takest away the sins of the world, have mercy on us. Thou that takest away the sins of the world, receive our prayer. Thou who sittest on the right hand of God the Father, have mercy on us. For Thou alone art holy, Thou alone art the Lord, Jesus Christ, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
Every day will I bless Thee, and I will praise Thy Name forever; yea, forever and ever. Lord, Thou hast been our refuge in all generations. I said: Be merciful unto me; heal my soul, for I have sinned against Thee. Lord, I have fled unto Thee: teach me to do Thy will, for Thou art my God. For with Thee is the fountain of life: in Thy light shall we see light. O continue Thy loving-kindness unto them that know Thee.
Vouchsafe, O Lord, to keep us this day without sin. Blessed art Thou, O Lord God of our Fathers, and praised and glorified be Thy Name forever. Amen. Let Thy mercy, O Lord: be upon us, as we do put our hope in Thee. Blessed art Thou, O Lord: teach me Thy statutes. Blessed art Thou, O Master; make me to understand Thy statutes. Blessed art Thou, O Holy One; enlighten me with Thy statutes. Thy mercy, O Lord, endures forever. O despise not the works of Thy hands. To Thee belongs worship, to Thee belongs praise, to Thee belongs glory: to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.

LITANY OF SUPPLICATION
DEACON:	Let us complete our prayer to the Lord.
CHOIR:		Lord, have mercy.
DEACON:	Help us; save us; have mercy on us; and keep us, O God, by thy grace.
CHOIR:		Lord, have mercy.
DEACON:	That the whole day may be perfect, holy, peaceful and sinless, let us ask of the Lord.
CHOIR:		Grant this, O Lord. (Repeat after each petition.)
DEACON:	An angel of peace, a faithful guide, a guardian of our souls and bodies, let us ask of the Lord.
		…
		Calling to remembrance our all-holy, immaculate, most blessed and glorious Lady Theotokos and ever-virgin Mary, with all the saints: let us commend ourselves and each other, and all our life unto Christ our God.
CHOIR:		To Thee, O Lord.
PRIEST:		For Thou art the God of mercy and compassions and love toward mankind, and unto Thee we ascribe glory: to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages.
CHOIR:		Amen.
[image: ]

PRIEST:		Peace be to all.
CHOIR:		And to your spirit.
DEACON:	Let us bow our heads unto the Lord.
CHOIR:		To Thee, O Lord.
PRIEST:		O Holy Lord who dwellest on high and regardest the humble of heart, and with Thine all-seeing eye dost behold all creation: Unto Thee have we bowed the neck of our soul and body, and we entreat Thee, O Holy of Holies, stretch forth Thine invisible hand from Thy holy dwelling-place and bless us all. And if in aught we have sinned, whether voluntarily or involuntarily, forgive, inasmuch as Thou art a good God and lovest mankind, vouchsafing unto us Thy earthly and heavenly good things. 
For Thine it is to show mercy and save us, O our God, and unto Thee we ascribe glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages.

CHOIR:		Amen.

[image: ]
[image: ]ELEVENTH GOSPEL READING – JOHN 19:38-42

THE APOSTICHA (Tone 1)
The whole creation, O Christ, hath been transfigured by fear at beholding Thee suspended on the cross. The sun was darkened, the foundations of the earth were troubled, and everything suffered with the Creator of all. Wherefore, O Thou who didst endure this willingly for us, O Lord, glory to Thee! 
(Tone 2) They parted my garments among them, and upon my vesture did they cast lots. For food they gave me gall, and in my thirst did they give me vinegar to drink. 
Today, the blameless virgin hath seen Thee, O Word, suspended on the cross, and her heart was wounded with mourning from parental emotion. She sighed disconsolately from the depths of her soul; she pulled her hair and cheeks bitterly; she smote her breast, crying with copious tears: ‘Woe is me, O my Divine Son! Woe is me, O Light of the world! Now hast Thou disappeared before my eyes, O Lamb of God!’ Then the bodiless hosts were engulfed with trembling, crying: ‘O incomprehensible Lord, glory to Thee!’  
As for God, He is our King before the ages. He hath worked salvation in the midst of the earth. 
O Christ, God of all creation and its Maker, she who without seed gave birth to Thee, saw Thee suspended on a tree, and cried bitterly: ‘Why hath the beauty of Thy countenance disappeared, O my Son? I cannot endure the sight of Thine unjust crucifixion. Arise soon, that I may behold Thy third-day resurrection from the dead!’  
 (Tone 8) Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.
At Thine elevation upon the cross, O Lord, fear and consternation did descend upon all creation. Nonetheless, Thou didst restrain the ground from swallowing up those who were Thy crucifiers. Thou didst command Hades to deliver up all its captives for the restoration of the order of humanity. For Thou didst come to grant them life instead of death. Wherefore O Judge of the living and the dead, O Lover of mankind, glory be to Thee!
[image: ]TWELFTH GOSPEL READING – MATTHEW 27:62-66


TRISAGION PRAYERS
PRIEST:		It is a good thing to confess unto the Lord, to sing praises to Thy name, O Most High, to show forth Thy mercy in the morning, and Thy truth by night.
All:  		Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal: have mercy on us. (3 times)
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.
All-holy Trinity, have mercy on us. Lord, cleanse us from our sins. Master, pardon our iniquities. Holy God, visit and heal our infirmities for Thy name’s sake.
Lord, have mercy. (3 times)
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.
Our Father who art in heaven: Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one. 
Priest:	For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages.
Choir:  	Amen. 


DISMISSAL HYMN (Tone 4)
Choir: 	By Thy precious blood… (music on next page)
[image: ]
THE LITANY OF FERVENT SUPPLICATION
DEACON:	Have mercy on us, O God, according to thy great goodness: We pray Thee, hearken, and have mercy.
CHOIR:	Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
DEACON:	Again we pray for all pious and Orthodox Christians.
Again we pray for our Father…
…
Again we pray for the blessed and ever‑memorable founders of this holy church, and for all our fathers, mothers, brothers, and sisters, the Orthodox departed this life before us who here and in all the world, lie asleep in the Lord.
Again we pray for those who bear fruit and do good works in this holy and venerable temple; for those who serve and those who sing; and for all the people here present who await Thy great and rich mercy.
PRIEST:	For Thou art a merciful God who lovest mankind, and unto Thee we ascribe glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever and unto ages of ages.
CHOIR:	Amen.

[image: ]

DISMISSAL
DEACON:	Wisdom! 
CHOIR:		Father, bless.
PRIEST:		Christ our God – He-who-is – is blessed always, now and ever and unto ages of ages. 
CHOIR:		Amen. Preserve, O God, the holy Orthodox Faith, and all Orthodox Christians, unto ages of ages. Amen.

(music on next page…)
PRIEST:		Most holy Theotokos, save us!
CHOIR:		More honorable than the cherubim and more glorious beyond compare than the seraphim. Without defilement, you gave birth to God the Word. True Theotokos: We magnify you.
PRIEST:		Glory to Thee, O Christ, our God and our hope, glory to Thee.
CHOIR:		Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen. 
		Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
		Father, bless.
PRIEST:		May He who endured spitting and scourges, the cross and death, for the salvation of the world: Christ our true God, through the intercessions of His all-immaculate and blameless Holy Mother, of the holy and righteous ancestors of God Joachim and Anna, and of all the saints: May He have mercy upon us and save us, forasmuch as He is good and loveth mankind.
Through the prayers of our Holy Fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy upon us and save us.

CHOIR:		Amen.

[image: ]
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««««
e



«̂«««-
-



ll ll ll ll



======================& b
-



«̂«««
ter



«̂«««
-



«̂««« «̂«««
nal



«̇««« .
Word, hatĥ
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««««
guards



«̂«««
have



«̂««« «̂«««
pub -



«̂«««
lished



«̂«««
it



«̂«««
a -



Praises, Verses and Stichera
Tone 3



Basil Kazan



«̂««« «̂«««
broad,___̂



«««« «̂«««
O



«̇«««
Lord,



«̂«««
tell



«̂«««
-



121



«̂«««
ing



«̂«««
of



ll ll ll ll



======================& b «̂««« ««««
all



ˆw «̂«««
thy



«̂«««
won



«̂«««
-



«̇««« .
ders. But



«̂«««w_
thê
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