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ABOUT THIS COMPOSITION

Father Jon Braun’s journey from the Campus Crusade for Christ to the priesthood in the Orthodox 
Church has been marked by the quest for suitable music in worship. This missionary-minded pastor would 
exhort church musicians: “Give us music we can pray to!” with the added implication that some styles 
of music might be better suited for Orthodox worship in America than others. When the present setting 
of the Paschal Troparion took shape in this composer’s mind, based on a pentatonic scale reminiscent of 
Appalachian folk songs and incorporating the open sonorities of shape-note singing, Father Jon immedi-
ately came to mind as the perfect recipient of the dedication. Indeed, a stylistic blending of musical ele-
ments that are recognizably “national” and at the same time exhibit tangible “folk” elements resonates in 
people’s hearts in a manner that is entirely appropriate (and traditional) for Orthodox Christian worship.

—Vladimir Morosan

Cover design by Virginia Broersma, using an architectural rendering of St. Andrew Orthodox Church, Riverside, California, 
CJK Design Group. Used by permission.
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After the Dismissal, as the priest is blessing everyone with the Paschal candle:  
PRIEST:  Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death by death, and upon those in the 

tombs, bestowing life! 
CHOIR: Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death by death, and upon those 

in the tombs, bestowing life! (twice) 
 And unto us He has given eternal life; let us worship His resurrection on the 

third day.  

 

 
And unto us… (next page)
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