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[bookmark: _GoBack]“Our God ‘is not the God of the dead, but the God of the living’ (Mk. 12:27). Our greatest joy is our belief in Christ's resurrection and the resurrection of all in Him. And the Church's constant prayer for the departed members is thus the affirmation that they are still alive in Christ, that we are all united in God’s love, that, in the words of St Paul: ‘neither death, nor life...shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord’ (Rom. 8:38).
“The Orthodox funeral service is a wonderful expression of this faith. Both its words and music convey to us the certitude that death is not the absurd end, which deprives life of its meaning and permeates everything with its poison of despair, but the passage into the ‘desired fatherland,’ the return to Him in whom is all joy, all peace, all fulfillment. Indeed it makes it a movement toward Paradise.”
~ Fr. Alexander Schmemann


Everyone stands as the body is being borne into the church. The choir sings “Holy God” while the priest or deacon censes it. The body is placed at the front of the church. 
Priest: 		Blessed is our God, always, now and ever and unto ages of ages.
Choir: 		Amen.
Priest: 		Glory to Thee, O God; glory to Thee.
Choir: 	O Heavenly King, / the Comforter, the Spirit of Truth, / who art everywhere and fillest all things, / Treasury of blessings / and Giver of life:  / Come and abide in us, / cleanse us from every impurity; / and save our souls, O Good One.
THE TRISAGION PRAYERS
All: 		Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal: Have mercy on us. (Three times)
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.
All-holy Trinity, have mercy on us. Lord, cleanse us from our sins. Master, pardon our iniquities. Holy God, visit and heal our infirmities for Thy name’s sake. 
Lord, have mercy. (Three times)
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.
Our Father, who art in heaven: Hallowed be Thy Name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.
Priest: 	For Thine is the Kingdom and the power and the glory of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages.
Choir: 	Amen. / Come, let us worship and fall down before God our King. / Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ, our King and our God. / Come, let us fall down before Christ Himself, our King and our God. 
PSALM 90
The priest or deacon may incense the church at this time. 
Reader: 	He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High, who abides in the shadow of the Almighty, will say to the Lord, “My refuge and my fortress; my God, in whom I trust.” For He will deliver you from the snare of the fowler and from the deadly pestilence; He will cover you with his pinions, and under His wings you will find refuge; His faithfulness is a shield and buckler. You will not fear the terror of the night, nor the arrow that flies by day, nor the pestilence that stalks in darkness, nor the destruction that wastes at noonday.
A thousand may fall at your side, ten thousand at your right hand; but it will not come near you. You will only look with your eyes and see the recompense of the wicked. Because you have made the Lord your refuge, the Most High your habitation, no evil shall befall you, no scourge come near your tent.
For He will give His angels charge of you to guard you in all your ways. On their hands they will bear you up, lest you dash your foot against a stone. You will tread on the lion and the adder, the young lion and the serpent you will trample under foot. 
“Because he cleaves to Me in love, I will deliver him; I will protect him, because he knows My Name. When he calls to Me, I will answer him; I will be with him in trouble, I will rescue him and honor him. With long life I will satisfy him, and show him My salvation.”
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen. 


VERSES FROM PSALM 118
First Stasis
The clergy intone the verses and the choir/chanter sings the refrain, while a priest or deacon incenses the body. 
Clergy: 	Blessed are those whose way is blameless, who walk in the Law of the Lord.
Choir: 		(Repeat after each of the following verses)
[image: ]
Clergy: 	Blessed are those who keep His testimonies, who seek Him with their whole heart, who also do no wrong, but walk in His ways. 
Thou hast commanded Thy precepts to be kept diligently. O that my ways may be steadfast in keeping Thy statutes. 
Then I shall not be put to shame, having my eyes fixed on all Thy commandments. 
I will praise Thee with an upright heart, when I learn Thy righteous ordinances. 
I will observe Thy statutes; O forsake me not utterly!
How can a young man keep his way pure? By guarding it according to Thy word. 
With my whole heart I seek Thee; let me not wander from Thy commandments! 
I have laid up Thy word in my heart, that I might not sin against Thee. 
Blessed art Thou, O Lord; teach me Thy statutes!
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen. 
Second Stasis
Clergy: 	Thy hands have made and fashioned me; give me understanding that I may learn Thy commandments. (118:73)
Choir: 		(Repeat after each of the next Psalm verse)
[image: ]
Clergy:	Those who fear Thee shall see me and rejoice, because I have hoped in Thy word. 
I know, O Lord, that Thy judgments are right, and that in faithfulness Thou hast afflicted me. 
Let Thy steadfast love be ready to comfort me according to Thy promise to Thy servant. 
Let Thy mercy come to me, that I may live; for Thy Law is my delight. 
Let the godless be put to shame, because they have subverted me with guile; as for me, I will meditate on Thy precepts. 
Let those who fear Thee turn to me, that they may know Thy testimonies. 
May my heart be blameless in Thy statutes, that I may not be put to shame! 
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen. 


Third Stasis
Clergy: 	Turn to me and be gracious to me, as is Thy wont toward those who love Thy name. (118:132)
Choir: 		(Repeat after each Psalm verse)
[image: ]
Clergy: 	Keep steady my steps according to thy promise, and let no iniquity get dominion over me. 
Redeem me from man’s oppression, that I may keep Thy precepts. 
Make thy face shine upon Thy servant, and teach me Thy statutes. 
My eyes shed streams of tears, because men do not keep Thy Law. 
Righteous art Thou, O Lord, and right are Thy judgments. 
Thou hast appointed Thy testimonies in righteousness and in all faithfulness. 
My zeal consumes me, because my foes forget Thy words. 
Thy promise is well tried, and Thy servant loves it. 
I am small and despised, yet I do not forget Thy precepts. 
Thy righteousness is righteous forever, and Thy Law is true. 
Trouble and anguish have come upon me, but Thy commandments are my delight. 
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.


THE EVLOGETARIA FOR THE DEPARTED
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THE LITANY FOR THE DEPARTED
The people stand as the priest or deacon censes the body. 
Deacon: 	Have mercy on us, O God, according to Thy great mercy, we pray Thee: Hearken and have mercy.
Choir: 		Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
Deacon: 	Again we pray for the repose of the soul of the servant of God ___, departed this life, that Thou wilt pardon [his/her] every transgression, both voluntary and involuntary. 
Choir: 		Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
Deacon: 	That the Lord God will establish [his, her] soul where the just repose.
Choir:	 	Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
Deacon: 	The mercies of God, the Kingdom of Heaven, and the forgiveness of [his, her] sins, let us ask of Christ our immortal King and our God.
Choir: 		Grant this, O Lord.
Deacon: 	Let us pray to the Lord.
Choir: 		Lord, have mercy. 
Priest: 	For Thou art the Resurrection and the Life and the repose of Thy departed servant ___, O Christ our God, and unto Thee we ascribe glory, together with Thy Father who is from everlasting, and Thine all-holy, good, and life-giving Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages. 
Choir: 		Amen.
The people may sit. 


TROPARIA FOR THE DEPARTED
(Tone 5)
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PSALM 50
A song of repentance
Reader: 	Have mercy on me, O God, according to Thy steadfast love; according to Thine abundant mercy blot out my transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin! For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. Against Thee, Thee only, have I sinned, and done that which is evil in Thy sight, so that Thou art justified in Thy sentence and blameless in Thy judgment. Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me. 
Behold, Thou desirest truth in the inward being; therefore teach me wisdom in my secret heart. Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. Fill me with joy and gladness; let the bones which Thou hast broken rejoice. Hide Thy face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities.
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right Spirit within me. Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with a willing Spirit. Then I will teach transgressors Thy ways, and sinners will return to Thee. Deliver me from blood-guiltiness, O God, Thou God of my salvation, and my tongue will sing aloud of Thy deliverance.
O Lord, open Thou my lips, and my mouth shall show forth Thy praise. For Thou hast no delight in sacrifice; were I to give a burnt offering, Thou wouldst not be pleased. The sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, Thou wilt not despise.
Do good to Zion in Thy good pleasure; rebuild the walls of Jerusalem, then wilt Thou delight in right sacrifices, in burnt offerings and whole burnt offerings; then bulls will be offered on Thine altar.
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen. 


THE FUNERAL CANON OF THEOPHANES
Ode 1
Clergy: 	When Israel passed on foot through the deep, as if on dry land, upon seeing Pharaoh their pursuer drowned, they cried aloud: Let us sing unto God a song of victory!
[image: ]Choir: 
	In the heavenly chambers, the noble martyrs ever entreat Thee, O Christ: “The faithful whom Thou hast translated from earth, do Thou count worthy to receive eternal good things!” 
	Give rest, O Lord to the soul of Thy servant, who is fallen asleep. 
	Having adorned all things, Thou didst fashion me a living being, consisting of humanity, placed between lowliness and majesty. Therefore, give rest unto the soul of Thy servant, O Savior. 
[image: ]
	In the beginning, Thou didst establish me as an inhabitant and husbandman of Paradise. But, having transgressed Thy commandment, Thou didst cast me out. Therefore, give rest unto the soul of Thy servant, O Savior. 
[image: ]
	At the beginning, He from a rib fashioned Eve, our first mother. He also, from thy most-pure womb, didst clothe Himself in flesh, by which the power of death was destroyed, O Pure One. 
Ode 3
Clergy: 	There is none as holy like unto Thee, O Lord my God, who hast exalted the horn of Thy faithful, O Good One, and hast established them upon the rock of Thy confession.
[image: ]Choir: 

	Thy martyrs, having suffered according to the law, O Giver of Life, and having been adorned by Thee with crowns of victory, fervently mediate eternal redemption for the faithful one who has departed this life. 
	Give rest, O Lord to the soul of Thy servant, who is fallen asleep. 
	At first Thou didst instruct me, the prodigal, with many signs and wonders. As Thou art compassionate, didst empty Thyself, and having found me whom Thou didst seek, Thou also hast saved me. 
[image: ]
	Do Thou, O Good One, count [him/her] that has departed unto Thee from the transitory streams of corruption, worthy to abide with joy in the eternal habitations, justified by faith and grace. 
[image: ]
	There is no one undefiled, save thee, O most pure Mother of God. For thou alone hast conceived in thy womb the true God who is from everlasting, and who hath broken the power of death. 
Kathisma Hymn
Reader: 	Truly, all things are vanity, and life is but a shadow and a dream. For in vain doth every one of earth disquiet himself, as saith the Scriptures. When we have acquired the world, then we take up our dwelling in the grave, where kings and beggars are the same. Wherefore, O Christ our God, give rest to Thy servant departed this life, forasmuch as Thou lovest mankind. 
	O all-holy Theotokos, forsake me not during the years of my life, nor make me dependent upon human protection, but defend me and have mercy upon me! 


Ode 4
Clergy: 	“Christ is my power, my God and my Lord!” the precious Church sings in a manner befitting God, crying out with a pure mind, keeping festival in the Lord. 
[image: ]Choir: 
	Revealing unto them knowledge of a greater Wisdom and the blessedness of Thy most perfect gifts, O Master, Thou hast numbered the ranks of martyrs with the angels. 
	Give rest, O Lord to the soul of Thy servant, who is fallen asleep. 
	Deem worthy to receive Thy most precious glory [him/her] that has been translated unto Thee, O Christ, where is the abode of them that make glad, and the pure voice of rejoicing. 
[image: ]
	By Thy Divine might, accept [him/her] that is crying out, whom Thou hast taken from this earth, making [him/her] a child of the light, and purifying [him/her] from the gloom of sin, O greatly-merciful One. 
[image: ]
	O most-pure chalice, undefiled temple, all-holy ark, virginal place of sanctification: the Master hast chosen thee, the beauty of Jacob. 
Ode 5
Clergy: 	With Thy Divine light, O Good One, illumine with love, I pray Thee, the souls of them that rise early in the morning unto Thee, that they may know Thee, O Word of God, as the true God, who calls us out from the darkness of sin. 
[image: ]Choir: 
	As a sacred whole-offering, and as the first-fruits of the human race, the martyrs were presented unto God who hath glorified them. And they ever intercede for our salvation. 
	Give rest, O Lord to the soul of Thy servant, who is fallen asleep. 
	Count worthy of residence in Heaven and distribution of gifts, O Lord, Thy faithful servant who hast fallen asleep before us, granting [him/her] remission of sins. 
[image: ]
	O Compassionate One, who alone art by nature the Lover of Mankind, who in truth art an unfathomable abyss of goodness: Do Thou deem worthy of Thy Kingdom [him/her] that has departed this life, O only Immortal One. 
[image: ]
	He who was born of thee to the world, O sovereign Lady, hath become the stronghold, the song, and the salvation of those perishing, delivering from the gates of Hades them that, with faith, call thee “blessed.” 
Ode 6
Clergy: 	As I behold the sea of life surging high with the tempest of temptations, I set my course toward Thy tranquil haven and cry aloud to Thee: Lead Thou my life forth from corruption, O most merciful One! 
[image: ]Choir: 
	O Good One who wast nailed to the Cross, Thou hast gathered unto Thyself the ranks of martyrs who imitated Thy sufferings. Therefore, we entreat Thee: Grant rest unto [him/her] that now has been taken unto Thee. 
	Give rest, O Lord to the soul of Thy servant, who is fallen asleep. 
	In the dread day when Thou shalt come in Thine ineffable glory upon the clouds to judge the whole world, be Thou well-pleased, O Redeemer, that Thy faithful servant whom Thou hast received from the earth may meet Thee with brightness. 
[image: ]
	As Thou art the Fountain of Life, O Master, who bringest out to freedom Thy servants who were bound, having struggled in a godly manner, do Thou settle in the delights of Paradise Thy servant who hast departed unto Thee in faith. 
[image: ]
	Having transgressed the Divine commandment, we were returned to the earth. But for thy sake, O Virgin, we have been lifted up from earth to Heaven, having shaken off the corruption of death. 


Kontakion
(Tone 8)
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Ikos
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Ode 7
Clergy: 	An angel made the furnace sprinkle dew on the Holy Youths, but the command of God consuming the Chaldeans prevailed upon the tyrant to cry out: ‘Blessed art Thou, O God of our fathers!’ 
[image: ]Choir: 
	Redeemed by Thy blood from the first transgression, and sprinkled by their own blood, the martyrs manifestly imitated Thy sacrifice: ‘Blessed art Thou, O God of our fathers!’ 
	Give rest, O Lord to the soul of Thy servant, who is fallen asleep. 
	Thou hast put to death arrogant death, O Life-giving Word. Do Thou receive him that has fallen asleep with faith in Thee, O Christ, singing and chanting: ‘Blessed art Thou, O God of our fathers!’ 
[image: ]
	Having given life unto me, a man, by Thy Divine breath, O Master who hast Thine origin in God, count him that has departed this life worthy to hymn Thee, O Savior: Blessed art Thou, O God of our fathers! 
[image: ]
	Being higher than all creation, O most-undefiled one, thou hast conceived God who smashed the gates of death and crushed its might. Therefore, O pure one, we the faithful hymn thee as Mother of God. 
Ode 8
Clergy: 	From the flame, Thou didst sprinkle dew upon the godly ones, and didst burn the sacrifice of a righteous man with water. For Thou doest all that Thou willest, O Christ. Thee do we highly exalt unto all the ages! 
[image: ]Choir: 
	Manifesting mighty feats, O passion-bearing martyrs of Christ, you were adorned with crowns of victory, crying out unto Christ: We highly exalt Thee, O Christ, unto the ages!  
	Give rest, O Lord to the soul of Thy servant, who is fallen asleep. 
	As Thou art deeply compassionate, accept with tranquility and grant rest unto the faithful that have departed this life in sanctity, and have been taken unto Thee, the Master, highly exalting Thee unto all the ages. 
[image: ]
	Be Thou well-pleased, O Savior, to settle now in the land of the meek them that have fallen asleep before us, being justified by grace and their faith in Thee, highly exalting Thee unto all the ages. 
[image: ]
	We call thee ‘blessed,’ O all-blessed one, for in truth thou gavest birth unto the blessed Word who became flesh for our sakes. Him we highly exalt unto all the ages. 
Ode 9
Clergy: 	It is not possible that men should see God, upon whom the orders of the angels dare not gaze. But through thee, O all-immaculate one, was the Word made flesh and made visible to mortal men. Magnifying Him together with the Heavenly Hosts, we call thee blessed. 
[image: ]Choir: 
	Hope fortified the ranks of martyrs, and with strength, carried them as on wings toward Thy love. By this, truly prefiguring the future repose, of which do Thou count worthy, O Good One, the faithful one that has been taken. 
	Give rest, O Lord to the soul of Thy servant, who is fallen asleep. 
	Be Thou well-pleased, O Christ, to apportion Thy bright and Divine radiance unto [him/her] that has departed in faith, as Thou only art merciful, granting [him/her] rest in the bosom of Abraham, and counting [him/her] worthy of eternal blessedness.  
[image: ]
	As Thou art good and deeply compassionate by nature, who desires mercy and art an abyss of deep compassion, do Thou establish where Thy radiance shines, O Savior, [him/her] whom Thou hast translated from this place of misery and the shadow of death.
[image: ]
	We know thee, O pure one, as the holy tabernacle, the ark, and the tablet of law and grace. For forgiveness is granted for thy sake unto them that are justified by the blood of Him that became incarnate from thy womb, O all-undefiled one. 
THE LITANY FOR THE DEPARTED
The people stand as the deacon censes the body. 
Deacon: 	Have mercy on us, O God, according to Thy great mercy, we pray Thee: Hearken and have mercy.
Choir: 		Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
Deacon: 	Again we pray for the repose of the soul of the servant of God ___, departed this life, that Thou wilt pardon [his/her] every transgression, both voluntary and involuntary. 
Choir: 		Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
Deacon: 	That the Lord God will establish [his, her] soul where the just repose.
Choir:	 	Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
Deacon: 	The mercies of God, the Kingdom of Heaven, and the forgiveness of [his, her] sins, let us ask of Christ our immortal King and our God.
Choir: 		Grant this, O Lord.
Deacon: 	Let us pray to the Lord.
Choir: 		Lord, have mercy. 
Priest: 	For Thou art the resurrection and the life and the repose of Thy departed servant ____, O Christ our God, and unto Thee we ascribe glory, together with Thine Father who is without beginning, and Thine all-holy, good, and life-giving Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages.
Choir: 		Amen.
The people may sit. 
THE BEATITUDES
(Tone 6)
Choir: 		Remember us, O Lord, when Thou comest into Thy Kingdom!
		Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven.
Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.
Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst after righteousness, for they shall be filled.
Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 
Clergy: 	A citizen of Paradise, O Christ, Thou didst make the thief, who because of his repentance, upon his cross cried out unto Thee: “Remember me!” Make Thou me, a sinner, also worthy of the same. 
Choir: 		Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 
Clergy:	O Thou King of life and death: In the courts of Thy saints, grant rest unto [him/her] whom Thou hast removed from temporal things, and who cries out unto Thee: “Remember me also, O Lord, when Thou comest into Thy Kingdom!” 
Choir: 	Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the children of God. 
Clergy:	O Thou who rulest over souls and bodies, in whose hand is our breath, the consolation of the afflicted: In the land of the just, give rest unto Thy servant whom Thou hast taken from us. 
Choir: 	Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven.
Clergy:	May Christ give thee rest in the land of the living, and open unto thee the gates of Paradise, and make thee a citizen of His Kingdom. May He give thee remission of those things wherein Thou in life hath sinned, O thou who lovest Christ. 
Choir: 	Blessed are you when men shall revile you and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely for My sake. Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven! 
THE EPISTLE READING
Deacon: 	Let us attend!
Reader: 	Blessed is the way in which thou shalt walk today, for a place of rest is prepared for thee. Unto Thee will I cry, O Lord my God. 
Deacon: 	Wisdom!
Reader: 	The reading from the First Epistle of St. Paul to the Thessalonians (4:13-17).
Deacon: 	Let us attend!
Reader: 	Brethren, I do not want you to be ignorant concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord.
Priest: 		Peace to thee who readest. 
Choir: 	Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
Blessed is [he/she] whom Thou hast chosen and taken, O Lord. 
THE GOSPEL READING
The people stand. 
Deacon: 	Wisdom! Let us attend! Let us hear to the Holy Gospel.
Priest: 		Peace be to all.
Choir:	 	And to thy spirit.
Deacon: 	The reading is from the Holy Gospel according to Saint John (5:24-30). 
Choir: 		Glory to Thee, O Lord; glory to Thee.
Deacon: 	Let us attend!
Priest: 	The Lord said to the Jews who came to Him: "Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word and believes in Him who sent Me has everlasting life, and shall not come into judgment, but has passed from death into life. Most assuredly, I say to you, the hour is coming, and now is, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God; and those who hear will live. For as the Father has life in Himself, so He has granted the Son to have life in Himself, and has given Him authority to execute judgment also, because He is the Son of Man. Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming in which all who are in the graves will hear His voice and come forth; those who have done good, to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil, to the resurrection of condemnation. I can of Myself do nothing. As I hear, I judge; and My judgment is righteous, because I do not seek My own will but the will of the Father who sent Me."
Choir: 		Glory to Thee, O Lord; glory to Thee.
HOMILY
The people may sit. 
THE LITANY FOR THE DEPARTED
The people stand as the deacon censes the body. 
Deacon: 	Have mercy on us, O God, according to Thy great mercy, we pray Thee: Hearken and have mercy.
Choir: 		Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
Deacon: 	Again we pray for the repose of the soul of the servant of God ___, departed this life, that Thou wilt pardon [his/her] every transgression, both voluntary and involuntary. 
Choir: 		Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
Deacon: 	That the Lord God will establish [his, her] soul where the just repose.
Choir:	 	Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
Deacon: 	The mercies of God, the Kingdom of Heaven, and the forgiveness of [his, her] sins, let us ask of Christ our immortal King and our God.
Choir: 		Grant this, O Lord.
Deacon: 	Let us pray to the Lord.
Choir: 		Lord, have mercy. 
Priest: 	O God of spirits and of all flesh, who has trampled down death, and made powerless the Devil, and given life to thy world: Do Thou, O Lord, give rest to the soul of Thy departed servant ___, in a place of brightness, a place of verdure, a place of repose, whence all sickness, sorrow, and sighing have fled away. Pardon every sin which [he/she] hath committed, whether by word, or deed, or thought; for Thou art good, and lovest mankind, and there is no man who liveth and sinneth not. Thou only art without sin, Thy righteousness is to all eternity, and Thy law is truth. 
 	For Thou art the Resurrection and the Life and the repose of Thy departed servant ___, O Christ our God, and unto Thee we ascribe glory, together with Thy Father who is from everlasting, and Thine all-holy, good, and life-giving Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages. 
Choir: 		Amen.
THE PRAYER OF ABSOLUTION
Deacon: 	Let us pray to the Lord.
Choir: 		Lord, have mercy.
The priest places his stole over the head of the deceased. 
Priest:	May the Lord Jesus Christ, our God, who gave His Divine commandments to His holy disciples and apostles, that they should bind and loose the sins of the fallen – we in turn, having received from them the authority to do the same: May He pardon thee, O spiritual child, all thy deeds done amiss in this life, both voluntary and involuntary, now and ever, and unto ages of ages.
Choir: 		Amen.
THE DISMISSAL
Priest: 		Glory to Thee, O Christ our God and our hope: Glory to Thee! 
Choir: 	Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen. 
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
Father, bless. 
Priest: 	May He who rose again from the dead – Christ our true God – through the intercessions of His immaculate and blameless holy Mother; of the holy, glorious, and all-laudable apostles; of our venerable and God-bearing fathers, and of all the saints: May He establish the soul of His servant ____, who hath been taken from us, in the dwelling-place of the righteous, count [him/her] among the righteous, and may He have mercy also on us and save us, forasmuch as He is good and loves mankind. 
	Through the prayers of our holy father, O Lord Jesus Christ our God: Have mercy on us and save us. 
Choir: 	Amen. 
Priest:  	Grant rest eternal and blessed falling-asleep, O Lord, to the soul of Thy servant ___, departed this life, and make [his/her] memory to be eternal. 
Choir: 		Memory eternal! Memory eternal! Memory eternal! 
Announcements may take place at this time, then all those present may come forward to pay their last respects to the departed, with family members coming last. After this is finished, the priest anoints the body with earth and oil. While the people come forward, the choir or chanters may sing the following hymns. 
FUNERAL HYMNS OF ST. JOHN OF DAMASCUS
These eight hymns may be sung in each of the eight tones, consecutively
Chanter(s):	(Tone 1) What earthly sweetness remains unmixed with grief? All things are but feeble shadows, and in one moment death supplants them all. But in the light of Thy countenance, O Christ, and in the sweetness of Thy beauty, give rest unto [him/her] whom Thou hast taken, forasmuch as Thou lovest mankind. 
	(Tone 2) Woe is me! What manner of ordeal doth the soul endure when it is parted from the body? My beloved brethren, meditating on the brevity of our life, let us beseech Christ rest for [him/her] who hath departed hence, and for our souls, great mercy. 
	(Tone 3) All mortal things are vanity! Riches endure not, neither doth earthly glory accompany us, for when death comes, all these things vanish utterly. Wherefore, let us cry unto Christ the Immortal King: Give rest to [him/her], departed from among us, in the dwelling places of all those who rejoice! 
	(Tone 4) Where are the desires of this world? Where are the gold and the silver? All are dust; all are ashes; all are shadows. But come, let us cry aloud unto the Deathless King: O Lord, of Thine eternal good things, account [him/her] worthy who hath departed from among us, giving unto [him/her] rest in Thy blessedness which growth not old. 
(Tone 5) I called to mind the prophet, as he cried: “I am dust and ashes.” And I looked again into the graves and beheld the bones laid bare, and I said: “Who then is the king or the warrior, the rich man or the needy, the upright or the sinner?” Yet, O Lord, give rest unto Thy servant with the righteous. 
(Tone 6) Thy creating command was my beginning and my foundation; it was Thy pleasure to fashion me out of nature visible and invisible, a living creature. From the earth Thou didst shape my body, and didst give me a soul by Thy Divine and quickening breath. Wherefore, O Christ, give rest to Thy servant in the land of the living, in the habitation of the just. 
(Tone 7) In the beginning, Thou didst create man after Thine own image and likeness, and Thou didst set him in Paradise to reign over Thy creatures. But beguiled by the malice of the Devil, he tasted of the food, and he became a transgressor of Thy commandment. For which cause, O Lord, Thou didst condemn him to return again unto the earth whence he was taken, and to entreat repose.
 	(Tone 8) I mourn and weep when I think upon death, and behold our beauty, fashioned after the image of God, lying in the tomb. O what marvel! What is this mystery which doth befall us? Why have we be given over to corruption, and why have we been wedded unto death? Truly as it is written, it is by the command of God who giveth the departed rest.


THE ANOINTING OF THE BODY and PROCESSION
The priest pours a small amount of earth on the body, in the form of the cross. 
Priest: 		The earth is the Lord’s, and the fullness thereof. 
Then he pours a small amount of oil upon the body, in the form of the cross. 
Priest: 		The world, and those who dwell therein. 
The casket is closed and sealed, then it is taken forth to the grave, preceded by the clergy. 
Choir: 		Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal: Have mercy on us. 
THE INTERNMENT
When they arrive at the grave, and the body is ready to be laid into the earth, the priest recites the “Trisagion Prayers for the Dead.” 
Priest: 		Blessed is our God, always now and ever and unto ages of ages.
Choir: 		Amen.
All: 		Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal: Have mercy on us. (Three times)
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.
All-holy Trinity, have mercy on us. Lord, cleanse us from our sins. Master, pardon our iniquities. Holy God, visit and heal our infirmities for Thy name’s sake. 
Lord, have mercy. (Three times)
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.
Our Father, who art in heaven: Hallowed be Thy Name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.
Priest: 	For Thine is the Kingdom and the power and the glory of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages.
Choir: 	Amen. 
Troparia for the Departed
(Tone 4)
Choir: 	With the souls of the righteous departed, / give rest to the soul of Thy servant, O Savior, / preserving (him/her) in the blessed life which is with Thee, / who lovest mankind.
In the place of Thy rest, O Lord, / where all Thy saints repose, / give rest also to the soul of Thy servant, / for Thou only lovest mankind. 
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.
Thou art the God who descended into Hell and loosed the bonds of the captives. / Give rest also to the soul of Thy servant. 
Now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen. 
O Virgin alone pure and blameless, who didst bear God without seed, / intercede that the soul of thy servant may be saved. 
Litany for the Departed
Priest: 	Have mercy on us, O God, according to Thy great goodness, we pray Thee: Hearken and have mercy. 
Choir: 		Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
Priest: 	Again we pray for the repose of the soul of the servant of God ___, departed this life, and that thou wilt pardon [his/her] every transgression, both voluntary and involuntary. 
Choir: 		Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
Priest: 	That the Lord God will establish [his/her] soul where the just repose; the mercies of God, the Kingdom of Heaven, and remission of [his/her] sins, let us ask of Christ, our Immortal King and our God. 
Choir: 		Grant this, O Lord. 
Priest: 		Let us pray to the Lord. 
Choir: 		Lord, have mercy. 
Priest: 	O God of spirits and of all flesh, who has trampled down death, and made powerless the Devil, and given life to thy world: Do Thou, the same Lord, give rest to the soul of Thy departed servant ___, in a place of brightness, a place of verdure, a place of repose, whence all sickness, sorrow, and sighing have fled away. Pardon every sin which [he/she] hath committed, whether by word, or deed, or thought; for Thou art good, and lovest mankind, and there is no man who liveth and sinneth not. Thou only art without sin, Thy righteousness is to all eternity, and Thy law is truth. 
 	For Thou art the Resurrection and the Life and the repose of Thy departed servant ___, O Christ our God, and unto Thee we ascribe glory, together with Thy Father who is from everlasting, and Thine all-holy, good, and life-giving Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages. 
Choir: 	Amen.
The Dismissal
Priest: 		Wisdom! O Blessed Theotokos, who art most holy: Save us!
Choir: 	More honorable than the cherubim and more glorious beyond compare than the seraphim: Without defilement you gave birth to God the Word. True Theotokos, we magnify you! 
Priest: 		Glory to Thee, O Christ our God and our hope; glory to Thee. 
Choir: 	Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen. 
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
Father, bless. 
Priest: 	May He who rose again from the dead – Christ our true God – through the intercessions of His immaculate and blameless holy Mother; of the holy, glorious, and all-laudable apostles; of our venerable and God-bearing fathers, and of all the saints: May He establish the soul of His servant ____, who hath been taken from us, in the dwelling-place of the righteous, count [him/her] among the righteous, and may He have mercy also on us and save us, forasmuch as He is good and loves mankind. 
	Through the prayers of our holy father, O Lord Jesus Christ our God: Have mercy on us and save us. 
Choir: 	Amen. 
Priest:  	Grant rest eternal and blessed falling-asleep, O Lord, to the soul of Thy servant ___, departed this life, and make [his/her] memory to be eternal. 
Choir: 		Memory eternal! Memory eternal! Memory eternal! 
After the body is lowered in the earth, the priest may place some of the earth (or in some traditions, the contents of the censer) on top of the casket in the form of the Cross. 
Priest: 	This tomb is sealed unto the glorious Second Coming of our Lord, God, and Savior Jesus Christ. 
[image: Orthodox Funeral - Russian Orthodox Church of Three Saints Храм Трех  Святителей]
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